


Michigan is in better position than some states in dealing with mushrooming
prison costs due to several years of hard work and reforms already
implemented by the Michigan Department of Corrections. But there is much
hard work left to do. We believe larger-scale, money-saving reforms can, and
must, be achieved without compromising public safety.

We represent a large and diverse set of organizations united in support of
making these difficult decisions to enable more effective use of limited tax
dollars in the rest of the state budget. Now is the moment to transform the
way the state does business. We stand ready to support the new governor
and legislature in the challenging negotiations and decisions required to
enact sweeping prison system reforms.

Sincerely,
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Sandy K. Baruah
President and Chief Executive Officer
Detroit Regional Chamber
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Jeanne Englehart
President & CEO
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
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Chuck Hadden
President & CEO
Michigan Manufacturers Association
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Bill Martin
CEO
Michigan Association of Realtors
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Doug Rothwell
President
Business Leaders for Michigan
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Rich Studley
President & CEO
Michigan Chamber of Commerce

el . Boclles

Michael Boulus

Executive Director
Presidents Council,

State Universities of Michigan
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Rob Fowler
CEO
Small Business Association of Michigan

Michael Jandernoa

Private Citizen
Grand Rapids
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Phil Power

President
The Center for Michigan
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Ken Sikkema
Senior Policy Fellow
Public Sector Consultants
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S. Martin Taylor
Private Citizen
Grosse Pointe





