


Michigan is in better position than some states in dealing with mushrooming
prison costs due to several years of hard work and reforms already
implemented by the Michigan Department of Corrections. But there is much
hard work left to do. We believe larger-scale, money-saving reforms can, and
must, be achieved without compromising public safety.

We represent a large and diverse set of organizations united in support of
making these difficult decisions to enable more effective use of limited tax
dollars in the rest of the state budget.  Now is the moment to transform the
way the state does business. We stand ready to support the new governor
and legislature in the challenging negotiations and decisions required to
enact sweeping prison system reforms.

Sincerely,




